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Can I start with wishing you all a Very Happy New Year; 
may it be a productive one for everyone! 
As we start our new beekeeping year, the more ob-
servant of you may notice that we have made a few 
changes. 
For a start we have a new-look Buzzword, with the introduction 
of more colour! This has been made possible partly by the purchase of a 
new printer, as our old one had given out. 
We are saying a very fond farewell to Michael Lancefield as the editor of 
Buzzword. We do thank Michael most sincerely for his sterling work in com-
piling, editing, producing and circulating our Association newsletter. Michael 
took on the role in October 1999 and I am sure that every member will join 
me in acknowledging the wonderful job Michael has made of keeping us 
informed and entertained over all those years. Best wishes to you Michael. 
We welcome Chris Coath as our new editor. Please let him know what you 
would like to see in future editions and don’t be surprised if he chases some 
of you up to share your beekeeping experience with other readers by 
writing an article or two. Future editions of the newsletter will be available 
to read on our website, so that you will be able in the future to refer back to 
past editions if you wish. 
On another matter, we have a new online supplier for the Association-
branded clothing. The cost is very reasonable and everything is available in 
children and adult sizes, you just need to scroll down. I encourage you to 
have a look as some things have already sold out! See p7. 
Best wishes, Graham 

Old texts suggest that up to 10% of colonies 
die in the winter in the UK. With good hus-
bandry, survival rates can be higher but there 
will still be losses. The following tips from 
John Everett are sound precautions to help you 
guard against colonies dying. 
Varroa populations are often approaching critical levels at the end of the 
active season. 
1. Treat in early August with a recognised varroacide (see also p5 for John’s 
article on oxalic acid) so that the winter bees or long-life bees are raised 
with very few varroa and will not be infected with viruses 
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Why do colonies die in the winter? 
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Next issue in March! 
All articles, events and 
things of interest to the 
beekeeping world (and 
maybe some other things 
too…!) should be sent to 
the Editor by 
28 February 2019 at: 
buzzwordnbka@gmail.co.uk 

See p7 for some ideas! 

Continued on p4... 
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What to do with wax 
L y n n e  P e t t i t ,  “ w o n d e r f u l  w i t h  w a x ”  

Beeswax is the second most im-
portant product of the bees in 
your hive. As the days are very 
slowly lengthening and you obvi-

ously have time on your hands with 
the bees not demanding so much of 

your attention, Lynne Pettit suggests ways in 
which you could refine and use your wax.  
Honeycomb is wonderfully delicate; each cell is so 
formed to combine the greatest strength with the least 
expense of material and room. So as beekeepers it 
would be a shame not to use it when so much effort 
has been put into creating it. There are many uses for 
it, ranging from polishes, candles, cosmetics, sewing 
and as an alternative covering to cling film, to name 
just a few. 

Obtaining wax 
At every hive inspection any excess wax can be scraped 
from the frames and top bars. I carry a small bucket to 
collect this. 
Old or broken frames from brood and super boxes 
need to be replaced from time to time and the wax 
from them can be processed. Nothing is wasted. 
Cappings from an uncapping tray can be rinsed with 
cold water to extract the honey which remains in 
them. The honey water need not be wasted, our 
thoughts turn to mead making for another time!  
The wax from cappings should be kept apart from the 
darker wax and processed separately. 

Processing wax 
Clean wax such as cappings can be placed in a bain-
marie (a saucepan of water with a bowl on top con-
taining the wax) and heated gently. Once it has melted 
it can then be poured into moulds. 
There are various types but any smooth-sided bowl can 
be used. A silicone wax spray applied to the bowl inte-
rior can help with effortless extraction of the wax cake. 
Smaller moulds can be immersed in water to hasten 
the release of the wax. 
It should be noted that if the wax cools too quickly its 
surface may be uneven or cracked. To avoid this, the 

mould can be wrapped in towels (do not let them touch 
the wax) to slow the cooling down. 
The melted wax can be strained through fine cloth to 
remove any residues. I favour lint cloth with the fluffy 
side uppermost for the final straining (available from 
most chemists). 

Solar wax extraction method 
This has low operational 
costs. Basically it is an 
aluminium-lined wood-
en box with a glass or 
Perspex roof, which 
when tilted in the direc-
tion of the sun’s rays 
allows the melted wax 
to flow downwards into 
a catch tray where it 
hardens into an attrac-
tive ingot of wax. 
I normally encase any old wax in cotton bags (pillowslips 
are ideal) to remove and contain the impurities and they 
act as a filter. 

Alternative small-scale method 
Broken pieces of comb can be submerged into a tank of 
water and brought to a slow boil. The beeswax will float 
to the surface and can be removed as it cools. The wax 
obtained by this method will again need to be further 
refined by straining through fine cloth. 

Final preparation for showing 
· Ensure that the blocks of wax are the correct weight. 
· The edges should be smooth and the surfaces level. 
· Polish with a microfibre cloth to give the wax a good 

sheen.  
Have a go, you may enjoy it! 

The solar wax extractor: wax hardens to “an attractive ingot” 

Cappings from an 
uncapping tray can 
be rinsed with cold 
water to extract the 
honey which re-
mains in them 

The solar wax extractor 

Clean wax 
such as cap-
pings can be 
placed in a 
bain-marie 
and heated 
gently 
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Bees and beekeepers in winter 
P a u l  M e t c a l f ,  N D B  a n d  P r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  A s s o c i a t i o n  

The keeping of bees is in some ways different to 
other livestock in that for about six months of 
the year the beekeeper is actively involved with 
looking after his charges, and for the rest of the 
year they are relatively inactive. However, it is 
in this quiet period that many colonies suc-
cumb. Here, Paul Metcalf offers some advice on 
how to keep your little beauties alive. 

The first stage to successful wintering of bees starts in 
the autumn. Provide them with 
plenty of food, at least 14 kg (30 lb) 
of sugar fed as sugar syrup. If there 
is an ivy nectar flow on try to have 
some sugar syrup going in at the 
same time to dilute it down. The 
problem with ivy is that it granu-
lates very quickly and goes hard in 
the comb. This makes it difficult for 
the bees to handle unless it is a 
strong colony and has access to wa-
ter, which will not happen until the 
spring. 

Bees consume little in the way of 
stores until brood rearing kicks in, 
and then they will have to raise the 
temperature from a cluster temperature of 12 oC to one of 
35 oC, which requires a considerable amount of energy. 

Food 
Some beekeepers treat their bees to fondant (candy) at 
Christmas or early new year. It is a practice that I have 
only rarely used, having found that feeding sufficient 
sugar syrup in the autumn will see the colony through to 
the spring. But if you do resort to candy then there are 
two things to remember: the candy must come in con-
tact with the bees and it must be moist. 

Beekeepers are advised to judge the weight of their 
hives through the winter period by hefting. To be able to 
do this you need to judge the weight at the end of feed-
ing to give you a baseline to work from. 

If you find a colony on the point of dying from starvation 
in winter, or any time come to that, they may be saved in 
the first place by dribbling sugar syrup over the surface 
of the cluster. Then in the case of it being a winter-time 
occurrence, make small amounts of syrup available to 
them by the use of a contact feeder. A honey jar with a 
few holes pierced in the lid can be used if need be. 

Warmth 
Ever since beekeepers became involved with keeping 
bees as opposed to hunting honey, they have thought of 
ways to keep them warm in winter. In the case of straw 
skeps, they would have had additional sheaths of straw 
put round them. When double hives were extensively in 

use the cavity between the inner and 
outer walls would have been filled 
with all kinds of material from cork 
to newspaper, and large numbers of 
sacks on top. I guess it kept the mice 
happy. 

I remember a photograph from a book showing an apiary 
laid out with electric points at each hive position to take a 
light bulb under each hive, the idea being that the hives 
would be kept warm by the heat from the bulbs. There 
have been other attempts to warm hives during the win-
ter period by more sophisticated means, and they all 
show no advantage. However, a practice in some parts of 
Canada of enclosing the hive in black sheeting has shown 
an advantage in spring, encouraging earlier brood rearing. 

In this country it is rare for cold to kill bees in the winter. 
Even in the notorious winter of 1962–1963, when the 
temperature went down to –17 oC in my apiary, none of 
my 25 colonies were lost at the time. 

Temperatures inside the hive are only marginally higher 
than the outside temperatures and as the temperature 
drops the cluster will contract and as it rises it expands. 
This expansion and contraction is sensitive to very small 
changes in temperature.  

It might be concluded from this that winter cold in the UK 
is not a major cause of colony death. 

Feedholes 
There is also a discussion about what to do about the 
feedhole at the top of the hive. During the winter period 
on my hives it remains open but during the summer 
months it is closed. 

There is one other point about successful wintering, and 
that is the size of colony. It is generally thought that the 
minimum size of colony for successful wintering is 5 
British standard combs. Colonies smaller than this are 
likely to struggle because of cluster size, and if they do 
come through the winter then they will be weak and 
struggle for quite a bit of the season. 

In spite of all this bees do die during the winter period, 
and most of those deaths come at the end of winter, 
March or even April, when food reserves have been de-
pleted. In March, deaths in the colonies exceed births, 
the weather is not the best and there is not the quantity 
of forage around. In the colony the brood nest is expand-
ing, and if there is a sudden spell of cold, the bees will 
contract on to the brood nest away from the stores. They 
will not leave the brood to go to the food and can die of 
starvation even with food in the hive. 

Disturbances to the colony during the winter may also 
lead to colony unrest and increased food consumption. 
This can come in the form of mice inside the hive, wood-
peckers attacking the hive or tree 

“Ever since 
beekeepers 
became 
involved with 
keeping bees as 
opposed to 
hunting honey, 
they have 
thought of ways 
to keep them 
warm in winter” 

Continued on p4... 
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Bees and beekeepers in winter (cont. from p3) 

branches constantly knocking it, which all serves to 
keep the bees in a state of alert. 

To aid successful wintering 
Make sure that varroa is under control (see p5) and 
the colony has sufficient food (14 kg of sugar fed as 
sugar syrup or equivalent). Protect from mice and 
woodpeckers if necessary. 

During the winter months, bees will fly on days when 
the temperature is above 10 oC and if there is forage 

about will work it. I have seen 
bees working Viburnum spp. in 
December. Whilst brood rearing 
may carry on in some colonies 
for 12 months of the year, albeit 
at a low level, it does start to 
increase from about January on-
wards, and as the weather im-
proves the number and distance 
of foraging flights will increase. 

“But if you do 
resort to candy 
then there are 
two things to 
remember: the 
candy must 
come in 
contact with 
the bees and it 
must be moist” 

transmitted by varroa, which reduces the bees’ 
lifespan. 
2. Ensure that the queen heading the colony go-
ing into the winter is mated and laying female 
eggs. Just look at the brood – if it is worker brood 
the queen has been mated. 
3. Don't stint on the food; 15kg of sugar costs 
about £12 but a new nuc from Thornes in 2018 
costs £265! 
In my experience, if bees do not take food rapidly 
in August/September there may be something 
amiss. 
A couple of weeks ago (mid-December 2018) I was 
sent a photo of a queen outside a hive. Unless 
there was a second queen inside (autumn super-
cedure) I cannot imagine the colony surviving. 

Why do colonies die in the 
winter? (cont. from p.1) 

Simply searching for it may not come up with meaningful 
results – I’ve seen results from Nottinghamshire BKA, Nor-
folk USA BKA and New Barbados Kingdom Alliance, to 
name just some with the acronym NBKA! 

If you’re having trouble locating it, please follow: https://
www.facebook.com/Norfolk-Beekeepers-Assocation-
185334568943256/ 

The more people who like and support the pages, the more 
we can turn it into an active community of beekeepers in 
Norfolk. 

The NBKA Facebook page! 

New-look website for NBKA 
D a v i d  K i n g ,  W e b m a s t e r  

Many members may not visit the website of the associa-
tion often, but it has been given a rewrite over the past 
year hopefully to make it more useful for old and new 
members alike. 
The most important thing is the address, which has 
changed from the old domain, so please update your 
bookmarks for the new one: 
https://norfolkbeekeepers.org.uk 
As well as being given a visual facelift, there is more in-
formation on the new website, including a calendar of 
upcoming events, which can be updated if details about 
the event change. There are some private details about 
each event, generally the contact details of the organis-
er, and if a password is requested, "nbka19" is the one to 
use. https://norfolkbeekeepers.org.uk/calendar/ 
For reports and announcements, there is a blog where 
articles about the association are posted, generally in-
cluding photos and a brief description of the event. 
https://norfolkbeekeepers.org.uk/blog/ 
Full results from the honey shows organised by the asso-
ciation, at the Royal Norfolk Show in the summer and at 
Easton College in the autumn, are posted after the 
events, and those from 2018 are online. 
https://norfolkbeekeepers.org.uk/honey-show/ 
Advice on several common beekeeping tasks, such as 
making up sugar syrup and collecting samples of bees, is 
given in a "How do I?" section. 
https://norfolkbeekeepers.org.uk/how-do-i/ 
If members have any feedback or requests for articles, or 
photos from events, please use the contact form on the 
website to contact the webmaster. 
https://norfolkbeekeepers.org.uk/contact/ 
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Recipe of the season — Honey sponge cake 
P a t  M a r s h a l l  

Proving popular at the Royal Norfolk Show, 
this recipe will make the ultimate comfort 
food. What better way to spend a rainy Sunday 
afternoon with a cuppa and friends? 

Ingredients: 
6oz (150g) butter 
4oz (100g) caster sugar 
2 tablespoons honey 
6oz (150g) self-raising flour 
3 eggs 
2 tablespoons warm water 

Method 
· Cream the butter with the honey and sugar until light 

and fluffy. Gradually add the beaten eggs and mix in 
well. 

· Carefully fold in the flour and add a little water, if 
required, to make a soft mixture. 

· Grease and line two 7" 
sandwich tins. Divide the 
mixture between the two 
tins and smooth the tops. 

· Bake in the centre of a 
moderate oven until gold-
en and springy to the 
touch. 

· Remove from tin and cool on a wire rack. Fill either 
with Honey Butter Filling or cream and honey. 

Honey Butter Filling 
2oz (50g) butter, softened 
3oz (75g) icing sugar 
1 tablespoon honey 
· Cream the butter and beat in the sifted icing sugar 

until smooth, then beat in the honey. 

· When the cake is cold, sandwich together with the 
filling and dredge (sprinkle) the top with icing sugar. 

Oxalic acid treatment of varroa mites 
J o h n  E v e r e t t ,  M a s t e r  B e e k e e p e r  

For people who are unsure about treating their 
bees with oxalic acid (maybe like the Editor 
you’re afraid of disturbing them in winter), 
John makes it simple with some very practical 
advice and he will even make up the solution 
for free for a donation to the Ugandan orphan-
age that he is supporting. 
Varroa mites transmit several viruses that cause colonies 
of honey bees to die.  
The present recommendation is to treat colonies with 
thymol products such as Thymovar in August and possi-
bly again in March/April or with formic acid, e.g. MAQS. 
The August treatment helps the bees, bred for winter, to 
be virus-free so they will live all winter and into early 
spring. 
Very many beekeepers are using oxalic acid in the winter 
to reduce the varroa population in colonies still further 
(for further information, see the FERA leaflet “Managing 
Varroa” p. 24). 
There is a commercial source of oxalic acid solution but I 
make my own. Oxalic acid is used when there is unlikely 
to be any brood in the hive – all the mites are on the 
skin of adult bees – known as the phoretic stage. 
There are two accepted ways of treating colonies in De-
cember or January. 
· Evaporate 2–5g oxalic acid into your colony using a va-

poriser. 
· The vaporiser is expensive (£35) but the oxalic acid 

crystals are less than 5 pence per hive. 

or 
· Dribble about 50 ml 3.2% oxalic 

acid solution into your hive. 
· Remove the crown board and drib-

ble the warm oxalic acid solution 
over the gaps where bees are cluster-
ing. 

· There is no need to worry about the exact dose but 
experiment dribbling water before you use the acid. 

I make the 3.2% solution of oxalic acid which is free but 
donations to the orphanage we support in Uganda would 
be much appreciated (contact details in the association 
Yearbook). 
Oxalic acid is POISONOUS if ingested so please wear dis-
posable gloves and eye protection when treating your 
bees. Don’t inhale, eat or drink it! 
Wash any spills with excess water to dilute and remove 
the acid. If there are crystals in the acid solution warm it 
slightly. 
I would warm the solution to about blood heat so it 
doesn’t chill your bees too much! Stand the unopened 
bottle in hot water for a few minutes. 
If you wash out the dribbling syringe and dry it, it will last 
for years. Keep the plunger half way down the barrel to 
prevent it from sticking to the bottom end.  
I appreciate that some folk are against using oxalic acid 
but over numerous years I have found it to be really use-
ful. I have even experimented overdosing the occasional 
hive and the colonies have survived and the FERA book-
let recommends it. 

Cake is the 
answer… 

No matter 
the question 
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Ways of improving your knowledge of beekeeping 
V e n e t i a  R i s t ,  E x a m i n a t i o n s  S e c r e t a r y  

Now that the bees are bedded 
down for the winter it might 
be a good time to think about 
studying for one of the qualifi-

cations offered by the BBKA.  

Junior Certificate  
Under 18s who want to test their beekeeping 
knowledge may like to study for the Junior Certificate 
(see below for probably the youngest person in Nor-
folk to get a Junior Certificate). 
Candidates must have attended a course suitable for 
their age lasting at least two months, or have been 
tutored by a mentor for at least two months, before 
taking the assessment, and must be under 18 years of 
age on the date of the assessment. 
The assessment consists of four parts:  
1. The candidate must present a diary of beekeeping 

produced over a six-week period, describing the work 
carried out by the candidate or a group in which the 
candidate was an active participant. The diary need 
not necessarily be fully produced by the candidate, 
but the candidate should have made a contribution 
and be able to answer questions on and talk about 
the content. Hive records are not sufficient. 

2. The candidate will participate in the examination of a 
hive of bees. The hive inspection will be managed by 
the assessor. The candidates must be able to hold (if 

necessary with assistance) and examine a frame of 
bees, and describe what they are able to see.  

3. The candidate will have an oral assessment lasting 10 
to 15 minutes, covering elements of the syllabus.  

4. The candidate will present a piece of creative work, 
linked to one objective/clause of the syllabus, which 
they have produced. This could be a piece of written 
work, a model, a sculpture, a painting, a collage etc.  

Please note, juniors who have managed at least one 
colony of bees for a minimum of 12 months may 
choose to take the Basic Assessment, but they can take 
the Junior Certificate before the Basic if they prefer. 

Basic Assessment 
To take the Basic Assessment you should have man-
aged at least one colony of bees for a minimum of 12 
months. Candidates are assessed in the summer 
months. 
The syllabus can appear daunting at first glance but 
closer inspection will show that it merely lists the basic 
things that all beekeepers should know. It’s a bit like 
the driving test for beekeepers. 
Following the Basic Assessment you can choose to take 
practical bee husbandry further by taking the General 
Certificate in Beekeeping Husbandry and subsequently 
the Advanced Certificate in Beekeeping Husbandry. You 
can also further your knowledge of bees and beekeep-
ing by studying for the written module examinations. 
Other practical assessments available are the Beekeep-
ing Microscopist and Show Judge. 

Modules 
A chance to test your knowledge on all aspects of api-
culture 
These modules are a great way to gain insight into all 
aspects of beekeeping and increase your knowledge 
and understanding of the ways of these fascinating in-
sects.  There are 7 modules which can be taken in any 
order, except module 8 which must be studied last 
(there is no module 4). 
The modules are written examinations held at Easton 
College, with each paper taking 1½h. An example an-
swer sheet for one module is available on the BBKA 
website to guide candidates on the level of detail re-
quired in the examination (https://archive.bbka.org.uk/
learn/examinations__assessments/modules). 
Some members form a small group and meet regularly 
to study the syllabus but you can study each module 
independently if you wish. Exams are available in 
March and November but are not obligatory. 
All the details and syllabi for the various assessments 
and modules are available on the BBKA website 
(https://archive.bbka.org.uk/learn/
examinations__assessments). 
Please let me know if you are interested in studying for 
any of these (examsecretarynbka@gmail.com). 

Congratulations to Ben Sullivan, who at just 14 is the 
youngest person in Norfolk to have obtained the Junior 
Certificate, and as far as we know the only one so far! 
Ben, who lives in Weeting and has a mentor, is a member 
of the WNKLBKA and has been interested in bees since 
the age of 10. 

If you know of a young beekeeper (under the age of 18) 
who could benefit by being encouraged to take the Junior 
Certificate, please get in touch with the Examinations 
Secretary. 

T h e  y o u n g e s t  e v e r ?  
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Stepping up to the plate…  
J a n e  C o a t h ,  h a p l e s s  w i f e  o f  a  s i c k  b e e k e e p e r  

…or what one beekeeper’s partner did when 
her beekeeper had a ‘bit of a turn’. 
Having intended to get ‘into’ beekeeping with my hus-
band once we moved to a house with a bit of land, I 
never really progressed much beyond helping out when 
it was time for some heavy lifting and chipping in when 
we did a big extraction.  
So when Chris had a fairly life-changing stroke a couple 
of summers ago, I was left with quite a lot on my plate, 
lowest priority seeming to be what to do about the 
bl*@!y bees. 
There are a lot of beekeeping couples and probably a 
similar number of families where one person just gets a 
bit fed up with the amount of time their significant other 
spends inspecting, feeding, adding supers, taking away 
supers, catching swarms, re-queening, and all the other 
bee-keeping activities that seem to punctuate March to 
October (and sometimes beyond). We were definitely in 
the second category. 
After the initial shock and adjustment to supporting a 
recovering stroke survivor, I realised that, as we were 
heading into August, I needed some help. Here are some 
tips (with a nod to Zombieland) on what to do and what 
not to do when you’re found ill-equipped and in charge 
of some hives: 
1. Don’t be a hero: gratefully accept offers of help from 

fellow beekeepers (even if you do some of it on your 
own, get them to leave you with the next task to do, 
having explained it and perhaps demonstrated it in 
advance). 

2. Double tap: don’t feel you have to ask a different per-
son every time, if one person is prepared to come reg-
ularly. They will quickly get to know your hives and 
can then give you some advice by phone or email in 
between visits as they can better visualise the set-up 
of your apiary. 

3. Limber up: start reading up or (better still) watch some 
YouTube videos that show you what the book means. 

4. The buddy 
system: if you 
haven’t al-
ready done so, 
go to any of 
the Norfolk 
Beekeepers 
Association 
demonstra-
tions and talks. 
You’ll meet 
people there from novices to experts and no one 
makes you feel stupid if you ask basic questions. 

5. When in doubt, know your way out: if in doubt, close 
the hive up and walk away. I had one occasion when 
the bees were clearly angry with my sub-standard hus-
bandry and I was beginning to get buzzed a lot. Better 
to come back later once you’ve worked out what you 
were doing wrong rather than get stung/scared and 
not want to go back again. 

6. Enjoy the little things: feel proud of yourself when you 
achieve things (the first time I extracted and filled my 
first set of honey jars). 

Finally, probably the best advice to partners of beekeep-
ers is to be familiar enough from the beginning so that 
you are not at a total loss when injury, accident or sud-
den illness temporarily takes the beekeeper in your 
household out of action. 
I had assisted enough times to feel fairly comfortable 
opening up the hives and at least taking note of what I 
could see to feed this back (even though I couldn’t inter-
pret a hive, I could spot many of the things you’re look-
ing for on your frames). 
Keeping bees is a responsibility, so to have only one per-
son able to look after them is taking a risk. At least make 
sure you are able to contact people to help and advise, at 
best have a go yourself with support and guidance. You 
may be surprised by how reluctant you are to hand them 
back when your partner is back on their feet! 

I gave a very long route to the clothing site in 
the Yearbook, but here is the correct and 
quicker link: 

https://www.ff-ues.com/#/uniform 

You then just have to type “Norfolk Bee-
keepers' Association” in the “School” box. 

Zombieland (or ZomBEEland?), a 2009 
cult film with some golden rules for sur-
viving the zombie apocalypse. A sequel is 
rumoured for late 2019 

Are you particularly keen on hive products, maybe polish, 
candles, royal jelly or propolis? 
Do you want to ask a question and have it answered by one 
of our Norfolk experts? No question is too simple. Just send 
your question to the Editor and get an answer in the next 
issue of Buzzword! 
Finally, have you any comments, suggestions or corrections 
on the new-look Buzzword. Please email the Editor. 

Association-branded clothing 

 Do you want to help improve Buzzword? 

We’re very keen to have you write something 
and below you will find a few suggestions but 
don’t be limited by our thoughts. If you want to 
sound out the Editor, just email him on 
buzzwordnbka@gmail.com. 
Dealing with wasps, swarms or neighbours… 
Are you fond of a particular hive type? Why is it good? 
Would you like to do a book review (old or new books). 
Share and review interesting website(s). 
Have you used a piece of equipment or tools that you 
think are so good everyone should be using it – or con-
versely have you tried something that really frustrates 
you? 
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The Secretary Matters 
G a r r y  B o w l e r  

In an attempt to keep 
“ordinary members” up-to-
date with the workings of the 
Executive Committee, Garry 

Bowler describes, in brief, 
what they do and how they work 

to keep our association running smoothly. 
The Executive Committee meets seven times a year. 
Much of our agenda covers the routine issues that go 
with associations such as ours, for example, the neces-
sary administration that goes with membership, finan-
cial control, compliance, providing things such as 
Buzzword, the website and the library and so on. 
Then we cover current issues such as forthcoming 
events, for example on the 26th January we have 
George Male demonstrating how to make a feeder and 
on the 16th February Honey Judge Fiona Dixon will be 
talking about showing honey. 
We are always looking for volunteers to host apiary 
demonstrations as we prefer to move these around our 
area if we can. We cover a wide area and are conscious 
that it can often be a fair distance to travel for some of us.  

Education, education... 
We believe that a responsibility of us all as beekeepers 
is to maintain awareness of bees and beekeeping and to 
educate the public whenever we can. Therefore, we 
attend a number of shows and events during the year, 
generally resourced by the Committee, but the major 

Date Time Event Venue Contact 
January 
12 all-day BBKA ADM 2019 Warwickshire 
19 14:00 – 16:00 Asian hornet update (WNKLBKA) Necton Village Hall Judy Heal  
   PE37 8EH (01263 862569) 
26 14:00 – 16:00 Making a feeder by George Male Easton College Room Sc109* George Male 
February 
16  14:00 – 16:00 Showing honey by Fiona Dixon  Easton College Room Sc110* Secretary 
17  10:00 – 16:00 Sustainable bees and queens Lawshall Village Hall  
  Ticket holders only (£11, available from     
  https://beekeeping.events/event/sustainable-bees-and-queens-east-anglia/#more-5150)  
22  19:00 – 21:00 Executive committee meeting Easton College Secretary 
March 
2  14:00 – 17:00 AGM and Padmore lecture  Easton College Room Sc110* Secretary 
23  all-day BBKA exams Easton College Exam Secretary 
April 
12 – 14 all-day  BBKA Spring Convention Shropshire BBKA 
12  19:00 – 21:00 Executive committee meeting  Easton College Secretary 
May 
12  10:00 – 17:00 Wild about the Wensum Pensthorpe Trevor Nash 
31 19:00 – 21:00 Executive committee meeting Easton College  Secretary 

*Rooms are on the first floor of the Sports Centre 

Forthcoming Events 

event at which we do this each year is the Royal Norfolk 
Show (this year it will be on the 26th and 27th June 2019). 
Our Show Secretary and organiser, Pat Marshall, will be 
after volunteers to come and join in the fun and help, so 
more on this in later issues. This year, for the first time, 
we are also planning to attend the bi-annual Holkham 
Game Fair (20th and 21st July 2019). 

One item on the agenda at the most recent Executive 
Committee was the BBKA Annual Delegates Meeting 
(ADM) which is on 12th January in Warwickshire (for a 
link, see https://www.bbka.org.uk/adm-2019). Pat Mar-
shall is our representative this year and your committee 
needed to discuss the propositions and elections that will 
be covered at the ADM to provide Pat with guidance on 
voting on behalf of NBKA. Pat is very much hoping that 
the ADM this year will be less of a challenge than they 
have been in the past. We shall see…. 

Helping out 
Are you interested in helping with the running of the As-
sociation? Executive Officers are re-elected each year 
and committee members every 3 years with elections 
being held at the AGM, which this year will be on Satur-
day March 2nd (you will find there is a misprint in the 
Yearbook Events Programme). Get in touch if you would 
be interested. 

The Padmore Lecture accompanying the AGM promises 
to be a most interesting talk by Tim Strudwick on Solitary 
Bees and Hymenoptera (flying insects with 4 transparent 
wings). I hope to see you there. 


