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What impact will Brexit have on our bees? It’s clear 
that there will be some unseen and unintended conse-
quences all round. 
Think about the legislation governing the use of pesti-
cides, neonicotinoids in particular. The EU is clear on this 
but the UK (sometimes cruelly called the ‘dirty man of Eu-
rope’) is more likely to re-think the ban. And take the use of glyphosate 
(“Roundup”), long considered ‘safe’, certainly by local farmers around me, 
which has now been linked by some to cancers in humans and killing off in-
sects. The EU proposes to ban it by 2023 and Austria became the first EU 
member to outlaw glyphosate use in July, with restrictions also in force in 
the Czech Republic, Italy and the Netherlands. France and Germany are also 
planning to phase it out by 2023 but what of the UK? 
Think too about the expected price increases of sugar or importing bees un-
der a no-deal Brexit (according to Defra it will be harder), it’s sure to have an 
impact on the way we keep bees. Combined with the threat of the Asian 
hornet invading our shores this is likely to be a depressing time for beekeep-
ers, whichever way you voted. 

If you have any views on the views expressed here, and would like them 
published, please contact the Editor at buzzwordnbka@gmail.com 

Editorial 
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The Christmas issue 
Well, to be honest it’s like-
ly to be an ordinary issue 
that happens to come out 
near Christmas with a few 
festive bells on. All articles 
should be sent to the Edi-
tor by 
18 November 2019 at: 
buzzwordnbka@gmail.com 

Another Asian hornet spotted 
An Asian hornet sighting was confirmed in the Tamworth area of 
Staffordshire on 2 September 2019. This is the first report since July, 
when a single hornet was confirmed in New Milton, Hampshire. In each 
case they were spotted and reported by a member of the public.  
Since 2016, there have been a total of 15 confirmed sightings of the 
Asian hornet in England and six nests have been destroyed.  
Nine of these sightings occurred in 2018; an individual hornet in Lanca-
shire (April) and Hull, three in Cornwall, two in Hampshire, one in Surrey 
(all September) and one in Kent (October).  
The risk of an active Asian hornet nest being found in the UK is negligible 
during the colder winter months, but higher during the summer. Asian 
hornets have already been spotted this year in countries close to the UK 
(France and Jersey) and a risk remains at all times of year of accidentally 
transporting an Asian hornet when returning to the UK from abroad.  

It is crucial you report any possible sightings so our experts can take 
quick and effective action to eradicate Asian hornets. NBKA has a supply 
of ID cards for handing out to the public at events. For a map of Asian 
hornet sightings see http://bit.ly/2kt9ZlI.  
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Just a reminder to look on the NBKA Facebook page. If 
you’re having trouble locating it, please follow: 
http://bit.ly/2kB44LC 

 The NBKA Facebook page! 

    Preparing your bees for winter 
J o h n  E v e r e t t ,  M a s t e r  B e e k e e p e r   

The theory 
In an unmanaged colony with 
an old queen, egg laying will be 
slowing down and it may stop 

completely in December and Jan-
uary. Queens born in 2019 tend to 

lay later into autumn. 
As brood hatches and cells become empty the bees will 
bring honey from the extremities of the hive to the 
brood area so it can be used for winter feed. This means 
that supers are emptied by the bees and the honey is 
stored in the brood chamber. 

The varroa population will have built up during the sum-
mer and may be at critical levels transmitting various 
viruses to the fewer larvae that are being raised. The 
resulting larvae/bees will have shorter lives if they are 
infected by viruses. 

The short-life bees (summer bees) will be dying faster than 
they are being replaced so the colony will get smaller. 

The bees that emerge in September and October are like-
ly to be long-life bees (winter bees) that could live for five 
to six months if they are not infected with varroa viruses. 

They live for so long because: 

1. They store brood food (protein soup) in head glands 
as there are fewer larvae to feed; 

2. Their fat bodies in their abdomens develop so they 
have an energy store for the non-foraging period 
(winter); 

3. They do not forage (as much) i.e., they work less. 

They will need 15 to 20 kg of stored honey/syrup to sur-
vive the winter. 

What you can do to help 
1. Make sure your hive is as easy as possible for your 
bees to defend from wasps. Fill in any holes and have a 
very small entrance. Try not to spill syrup or honey near 
the hive. 

2. Extract any honey asap. 

3. Treat for varroa from August (or asap) with an ap-
proved treatment. 

4. Inspect one frame in the brood chamber looking for 
worker brood – this proves you have a mated, laying 
queen. Your bees must have a mated queen to survive 
the winter. 

Bees forage for nectar and honeydew during the spring 
and summer and eat most of it during that period but 
about 10% is stored as honey. 

If you extract the honey or if the bees fail to collect 
enough surplus honey you must feed them 15–20 kg 

sucrose. Nectar is mainly sucrose with some other sugars 
and aromatic chemicals that give the honey its taste/
smell. Supermarket sugar whether it comes from sugar 
beet or sugar cane is sucrose. 

Your bees digest sucrose to glucose and fructose and the 
solution is evaporated to about 80% sugars and it is then 
stored as winter food (honey). It is sensible to use a 
strong sugar solution in the autumn feed so the bees do 
not have to do too much evaporating but feeding enough 
sugar is more important than worrying about the con-
centration (see p.4). 

5. If you see one to three queen cells it is possible that 
the bees want a new queen without swarming 
(supercedure). Do not remove the queen cells and 
supercedure may take place. 

6. Stop inspecting from August and let nature take its 
course. 

7. In October possibly fit woodpecker protection and 
mouse guards. 

8. In December/January treat your bees with oxalic acid. 

In early spring 
Bees are most likely to die of starvation in March/April so 
check them for stores but do not pull them apart – just 
raise the crownboard a little and look for food. Feed dilute 
syrup with a contact feeder if necessary or use fondant. 

Applebee Apiary 
Whilst we are around most of the time during the autumn 
and winter we do not guarantee to be open every day. Ra-
ther than having a wasted visit please give us a ring before 
calling. 

Ruth and John Everett 01508 538231 

Everettapplebee@hotmail.co.uk 
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In the evenings, we had presenta-
tions from each country’s team, 
which were mostly singing and/or 
dancing. The English team 
attempted Morris dancing! Later in 
the evenings some of us played 
board or card games, and learned new 
games from other countries. Others spent their time par-
tying. I also spent a lot of my evenings learning Slovenian 
from one of the competitors. 
On the final day, we visited the Harmanecká cave. There 
was an hour’s walk up the side of a mountain to get 
there and about an 
hour’s tour around it. It 
was full of caverns, stal-
actites and stalagmites, 
which looked amazing. 
After getting down from 
the cave we went by 
cable cars up one of the 
mountains which over-
looked a peaceful tree 
lined valley. 
A very long day of walking and sightseeing ended with 
the final ceremony and prize giving, followed by Slovaki-
an dancing which most of us joined in with. I managed to 
be individually place 61st out of 79, and the English team 
came 22nd out of 29.  
The journey back to Vi-
enna seemed much 
shorter than the one to 
Banská Bystrica. We had 
a spare day before flying 
back to England, so we 
went and explored oth-
er parts of Vienna and 
had some delicious coffee and cake at a small café. Sadly, 
the time came for us to have to fly back after a very tiring 
but fun-filled few days. It was an absolutely thrilling ex-
perience, I met loads of amazing people, most of whom 
became very good friends and I learned the many differ-
ent ways that bees are kept in other countries. 
For a short video, see also https://bit.ly/2NG8crn 

The International Meeting of Young Beekeepers 
B e n  S u l l i v a n  
The IMYB has been the premier annual event 
for young beekeepers since 2010. Started in the 
Czech Republic, this international event has 
grown every year with more countries sending 
their brightest young beekeepers to learn, so-
cialise and compete with each other. 

As part of a team of three young beekeepers, 
Ben from Norfolk represented the British Bee-
keepers’ Association (BBKA) at the Internation-
al Meeting of Young Beekeepers (IMYB) from 
the 3 July to 7 July earlier this year. Each coun-
try has their own rigorous selection process to 
choose their brightest and best, aged between 
12 and 16. The BBKA’s English team partici-
pants were chosen at a selection day held re-
cently at the association's HQ in Stoneleigh, 
Warwickshire. Around 30 countries sent teams 
this year and this is Ben’s view of his experi-
ence. 
At the BBKA headquarters at Stoneleigh Park, I attend-
ed a selection day to go to the IMYB, which this year 
was held in Slovakia. I was lucky enough to be one of 
the three selected for the English team. 

We met up as a 
team to fly from 
Heathrow to 
Vienna, where 
we met with the 
teams from 
Northern Ire-
land, Scotland 
and France. 
After a coach 
trip to Bratisla-
va airport to 
pick up the 

team from Russia, we then had a three-hour journey 
to Banská Bystrica, where the meeting was to be held. 
We finally got there at 11pm and were shown to our 
dorm rooms in the school where the meeting took place. 
We were all exhausted. I was in a dorm room with one 
other person from the English team, and two people 
from the team from Israel. Luckily they both spoke Eng-
lish. We were all talking until 3am (which probably  
wasn’t the best idea as the competition started early the 
next morning). 
On the first full day there, we were separated into teams 
with people from other countries. Our first activity was 
drone marking. We did the beekeeping all without 
beesuits because the Slovakian bees are extremely 
docile. The other activities that day were theory based. 
The next day, we had a honey tasting session. Some hon-
ey we had to identify. We also had to taste samples of 
honey from all the participating countries and vote for 
the one we liked most. Italian honey was the favourite 
for most, although I preferred the Finnish honey. 

Ben (R) with his team mates (L to R: Wil-
liam Akers and Natalie Philips) posing with 
their medals 

Inside the Harmanecká cave 

In 2020, the 11th IMYB will be held in Slovenia – home 
of the Carolinan bee and a huge beekeeping country, 
where they are anticipating 40–45 countries taking 
part. The BBKA are therefore starting their 2020 team 
recruitment now and want as many candidates who 
are 12–17 and members of the BBKA to come forward 
by emailing the BBKA office or by contacting Simon 
Cavill directly at 
simon.cavill@bbka.org.uk. 
The BBKA will also be at the National Honey Show 
(October 24 – 26) and probably the Spring Convention 
where you can meet previous IMYB attendees and find 
out more about this unique and potentially life-
changing event. 

Being assessed in frame-making 
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New members’ meeting 
J u l i e t  S t o k e s  

Lynne and Guy Pettit hosted the “new members’ 
and closing down apiary demonstration” event 
on August 3 and eight new members took ad-
vantage of the invitation. 

It was good to be able to watch, listen and ask questions 
of experienced beekeepers from the committee who 
came to help out. There were enough “proper” beekeep-
ers for us novices to be able to observe in pairs and 
threes, which made it easy to get answers to questions 
round the hives. 

Later, Guy asked Ady Marshall to look through a swarm 
that had been collected. I found it so interesting to hear 
two such experienced beekeepers discussing the colony. 

Although it was too early to be closing down the apiary, 
there were opportunities to talk about how to prepare 
the hives for winter. Having left the bees behind, we en-
joyed more bee-talk over tea. It demonstrated the old 
saying that if there are three beekeepers together there 
will be at least four opinions and just shows there are so 
many factors to consider in each different context so 
there may not be one ‘right’ answer. I always learn plen-
ty from an apiary demonstration and this was a great 
event. Thank you. 

Note new date: 2 November 
Sports Hall room SC006, Easton College 

I would really like to encourage all members to 
enter their honey products in the Autumn Hon-
ey Show. 
After a good year for novices last year, I’m hoping to see 
an increase in the number of novices entering this year. 
A novice is defined as any member who has not won 1st, 
2nd or 3rd in any honey class at any previous show – 
that’s quite possibly most of you! 
But it’s not just novices! You “old-timers” out there 
should try your luck if you’ve not attempted it before – 
and even if you have. Although the competition is stiff, 
that just makes for more excitement! 

There must be a reason 
J o h n  E v e r e t t ,  M a s t e r  B e e k e e p e r  

Every year folk ask me about a recipe for the 
strength of feeding syrup. 
In the bee gut, syrup (sugar solution) needs to be lower 
than 50% sugar for the bee to digest and absorb the 
food. Stored food (honey) for winter needs to be con-
centrated about 82% sugar and 18% water. 

If you are feeding the bees so they can use the food im-
mediately, possibly in the spring, it makes sense to feed 
them dilute sugar solution so they can use it immediate-
ly and do not need to forage for water. 

In the autumn the syrup is going to be digested and 
stored as though it is honey so feeding them sugar solu-
tion as strong as possible means they do not have to do 
as much evaporating to get to the magic 18% water. 

If you get the concentration wrong the bees will not 
worry but they will have to do extra work sorting 
strengths out. 

What is important is to get enough food into your colo-
nies. I feed about 15/20 kg sugar into every colony so my 
bees are unlikely to die of starvation. 

Those recipes 

Half a bucket of sugar filled with water makes a weakish 
solution while ¾ bucket of sugar and then water makes a 
strong solution. (Or for people like the Editor, who likes reci-
pes, you could mix the syrup in the proportion of 1 kg of 
sugar to 630 ml of water – roughly 2 lb sugar to 1 pt water 
– but John’s method is simpler and probably better!).  

Have you noticed how lots of foragers bring in pollen 
when the bees are being fed sugar? Have you noticed 
that bees hardly forage for water when there is a good 
nectar flow? 

For further information on feeding bees either ask John 
or see http://bit.ly/2kMeisI. 

Autumn honey exhibition and social event 
P a t  M a r s h a l l ,  S h o w  S e c r e t a r y  

We are planning to have a social and a Q&A session 
along with the Honey Show, but make sure you have 
the (new) date in your diaries. 
Exhibits must be delivered carriage paid, or personally, 
to Easton College between 5pm and 7pm on Friday 1st 
November.  It would be appreciated if all entry details 
could either be sent, emailed or telephoned in before 
Thursday 31st October to the Show Co-ordinator. 
Show Secretary showsecretarynbka@gmail.com 

National Honey Show 
Maybe you fancy going to the National Honey Show? 
The 88th National Honey Show will be held at Sandown 
Park Racecourse, Esher, Surrey KT10 9AJ from Thurs-
day 24th to Saturday 26th October 2019. For more 
information, see http://bit.ly/2mulmKX  

E.W. Madoc memories? 
Paul Metcalf (President of the Association) and David 
Moore are still keen to talk with anyone who may re-
member E.W. Madoc. 
The Madoc Apiaries were based around Watton and the 
battle area from the 1920s to the 1960s and in its early 
years they were at the forefront of the advancement of 
honey farming in England, along with Gale and Manley. 
Madoc’s operation was one of the early commercial Eng-
lish honey farms. Please contact: 
paul.metcalf@btinternet.com.  
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Advert from the 1920 British Bee Journal, for Den-
nington’s nucleus with  imported Italian Queens 

brood chamber of shallow frames was fairly full of stores 
but saw no brood nor the queen. Lower brood chamber 
almost empty. 

Stock B (Imported Italian queen) Wintered well, but were 
not so active as stock A commencing breeding later in 
the season and then only when the weather was warm-
er. This was a remarkable stock, by end of June being 
extremely numerous the 20 frames having been filled 
with brood. It collected during July nearly 100 lbs of hon-
ey mainly in shallow frames, the sections being some-
what neglected. 

On June 21 removed 3 frames and formed nucleus (Stock E). 
During the whole season this stock neither swarmed nor 
made queen cells. The summer of 1921 was very hot and 
dry and after lime trees gave out shortly after middle of July 
very little honey was collected. 

August 18th Thoroughly examined stock. Bees still fairly 
numerous but not much brood seen. The little there was, 
was in the lower brood chamber. I estimate there was 14 
lbs stores in the upper brood chamber. The queen was on 
one of the lower frames. Decided to give a little syrup to 

stimulate egg laying. 

Aug 20th Took off racks of frames 
given them to clean up but 
found they were storing honey in 
it. Therefore returned it to them 
and did not feed. 

Sept. 4th Stock in very good con-
dition well supplied with brood and stores. 

Sept. 11th Top rack mainly cleared. Not much fresh brood. 

Stock C. Swarm from Stock A. June 23 weighed over 8 lbs 
weather very hot & on looking following day found 2 sheets 
of foundation had collapsed. Took these out and replaced 
with new. End of July took out about 20 lbs honey. 

August 22nd Found this stock storing honey in the super 
given them to clean up. The brood frames contained eggs 
and brood but very little stores. A nice strong colony. 

Sept. 5 Still storing honey but only saw 2 frames with 
brood. Decided to give syrup. 

Stock D. Nucleus from Stock A formed June 11 queen 
from Notley. 

August 28th Examined. Found a strong colony & much brood 
but very little stores. Commenced to feed with syrup. Sept. 4th 
Still as above but more stores. 

Stock E. Nucleus from Stock B (Italian) formed June 21st. 
There were no queen cells in parent hive but nucleus at 
once commenced two and reared a queen. 

August 20th Stock still small not covering more than 4 
frames. Gave them frame with brood from B and com-
menced to feed with syrup. 

Sept. 4th Still as above but more stores.” 

(and then something happened…! – Peter) 

Into the third year. Starting up again after the dev-
astation of I.O.W. disease wiping out all his stock. 

“1920 
(Hive) A. Bought colony of hybrids in May for £3/10/-. 
These on arrival were found to be queenless (bought 
from Lee of Burgess Hill). They reared queens but owing 
to loss of time obtained 2 extra frames of brood for £1. 
In the meantime a swarm emerged which was added to 
Italian nucleus. On arrival of extra two frames young 
queen was laying nicely but was killed by the fresh bees, 
and another queen was reared. 

The season was most unfavorable and no honey was 
obtained. The colony was strong in the Autumn and was 
wintered on 10 brood and 10 shallow frames. (Seemingly 
adopting a brood and a half system – Peter) 

(Hive) B. Bought nucleus with imported Italian queen from 
Dennington for £2/10/- received first week in June. It was 
strengthened by swarm from A end of June. It was strong 
in Autumn and was also wintered on 10 brood and 10 
shallow frames. No honey obtained this year. 

(So, after a disastrous 1919 when eve-
rything was lost, 1920 saw a re-start 
but with nothing regarding honey har-
vest to show for it. A triumph of hope 
over experience? But, perhaps, bee-
keepers are just obstinate? – Peter) 

1921 
(I, again, copy out this year verbatim as I feel it gives a 
good illustration of the building up and consolidation of 
an Apiary – Peter) 

(Hive) A. Hybrid stock. Wintered well. Was very active 
throughout, flying strongly every sunny day. December 
26th/27th were exceptionally warm and the bees turned 
out almost as if they were swarming. Late winter and 
early spring were warm, breeding commenced early and 
first examination in April disclosed much capped brood. 
A rack of honey and 6 completed sections taken off end 
of May. (This would seem to be exceptional – the source 
of nectar must be a matter of speculation – Peter) 

June 23 Swarmed (C). Swarm weighed over 8lbs. June 11 
(July? – P) Removed 4 frames and made Nucleus. They com-
menced queen cells but Notley gave me a freshly hatched 
virgin queen (the daughter of a virgin I gave him last year 
from stock A). As an experiment I dropped it in the hive 
without preparation. It appears to have been accepted and 
a fortnight later saw eggs and young larvae. (Stock D).  

August 25th Examined. Found little brood in lowest cham-
ber & freshly gathered honey in top rack put on for them 
to clean up. 

Sept. 4th Same as last. Plenty of capped brood in middle 
chamber. Saw queen there. Sept. 20th Took off top rack 
of frames which still contained a little honey. The upper 

A Norfolk beekeeper’s record 1918–1932 
P e t e r  B e c k l e y  
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My contribution to this issue is 
fairly brief. As the summer pro-
gresses and swarming decreas-
es there are fewer emails about 

swarms and bees in chimneys 
etc. With the bees’ focus being col-

lecting nectar and pollen they, strangely, be-
come somewhat invisible. 

I do receive a few emails from people saying they have 
seen honey bees coming out of the ground. Now, we 
beekeepers know they cannot be honeybees although 
they are similar in appearance. My initial thought was 
that these are mining bees but most species emerge 
between April to June. It turns out that over the past 15 
years or so the Ivy Mining Bee (Colletes hederae) has 
been moving up from the South, this emerges during 
September to coincide with ivy flowering. 

My point is that there is always more for us to learn 
about all sorts of bees and to pass this on during conver-
sation so that everyone becomes more aware of the 
importance and the variety of pollinators around us. I 
always reply to the emails we receive, providing a bit of 
information and details of websites such as the Bumble-
bee Conservation Trust (bumblebeeconservation.org). 
Rarely do I get an acknowledgement or any thanks but I 
am not moaning!  

In the last issue I mentioned that we receive requests 
from teachers and organisers of school fairs and fetes 
for beekeepers to visit and help educate the children. 
Can I remind you that a ‘pack’ has been put together by 
NBKA member James Page which can be used when vis-
iting schools. For fairs and fetes local beekeepers might 
like to take up the invitation to have a stall, talk about 
bees and sell some honey. The latest requests have 
come from Rollesby and Brooke so if you are interested 
then please let me know. Most schools have some sort 
of annual fete so get in touch with yours if you would 
like to go along. 

How clever are bumble bees? 
I arrived home after retrieving feeders from some of my 
hives, which are around a mile from home. When unload-
ing the car a huge bumble bee was on one of the buckets. 
It flew into the air and when I went to my shed (in the 
back garden) it followed me (or at least appeared to). 
I went back to the car and a few moments later the bee 
returned. Obviously, it was not going to make it back 
'home' so I waited until it went into the back of the car 
and shut the tailgate. I got back in the car and returned 
to my apiary. I opened the tailgate and a very grateful 
bumble headed straight back to where it should have 
been. 

 Made me feel really good! 

 The Secretary Matters 
G a r r y  B o w l e r  

NBKA library report 2019 
M i m e  M a t t h e w s ,  

N B K A  L i b r a r i a n  

After a summer of such ex-
tremes of weather and (in 
my case) many beekeeping 

lessons learnt, some of us 
may be looking forward to col-

lapsing in an armchair with a good book. Here 
are brief descriptions of two new bee books 
bought for the NBKA library that may whet 
your appetite for more. 

The Honeybee Illustrated by Margaret Cowley is pub-
lished by Bee Craft, and was first published as articles 
in the Bee Craft magazine between 2011 and 2014. It 
has now been reprinted as a complete volume – in re-
sponse to readers’ requests, according to the publish-
er’s blurb. The book is a series of annotated diagrams 
of bee anatomy and is described as an absolute “must” 
for anyone taking the BBKA Module 5 examination. 
The diagrams have been kept as simple as possible, not 
just to make them easy to reproduce in the exam but 
to help any of us to identify the structures we have 
noticed on our bees. The form and function of these 
structures are discussed. 

The library has also purchased Healthy Bees are Happy 
Bees by Pam Gregory. This book is a comprehensive 
guide to bee health and sickness that details beekeep-
ing problems, pests, parasites and diseases in depth 
and offers practical advice on 
how to deal with them. The book 
has recently been updated to 
include new threats such as the 
Asian hornet. I am advised it is a 
useful companion for those stud-
ying for the BBKA Module 3 ex-
amination. Pam Gregory was a 
master beekeeper with the pres-
tigious National Diploma in Bee-
keeping, and her many years of 
beekeeping experience took in teaching beekeeping 
skills in Africa and Asia, as well as beekeeping at home 
in Wales. 

Finally, just a reminder that we have a copy of the DVD 
Honey: a Beekeeper’s Guide available for loan. This 
excellent DVD features local experts such as Jill Tinsey 
and Paul Metcalf. You may want to buy your own after 
watching the library’s copy! 

Don’t forget that I attend most NBKA events and al-
ways try to bring a selection of our books along. So the 
events are an ideal place to borrow or return books. If 
you want to borrow a specific book, do contact me by 
email: librarynbka@gmail.com 

The full list of books in the NBKA library is available on 
the website. 
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Exams Secretary report 
V e n e t i a  R i s t ,  M a s t e r  B e e k e e p e r  

Congratulations to Lynda Hunt who passed 
her Honey Bee Health Certificate. 
Congratulations also to the following who 
passed their Basic Certificate this summer, all 
with credit: 

Good luck to those candidates taking their 
module exam on 9 November. 
Venetia Rist examsecretarynbka@gmail.com 

Michael Fairweather 
James Page 
Juliet Stokes 
Ruth Thurston 
Dinny Turner 
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New! NBKA crossword 
S e t  b y  “ B r a y  G r o w l e r ”  

  Across   Down 
1 Elementary contents of the 

picnic Kelly enjoyed (6) 
1 Know used demand, centrally. 

Nasty disease (6) 
4 Fellow artist, oddly, sits on the 

surface (6) 
2 Cutty Sark, one sort of quiet re-

places another. What one does to 
stop Her Majesty flying (5,3) 

8 Political doctor nips back (4) 3 A trip here for a pint. Best honey 
as well (5) 

9 Upset core list, not usually the 
option we beekeepers would 
opt for (8) 

5 From side to side, gone before a 
protest (9) 

10 Screen level to give those little 
mites something to fall 
through (4,5) 

6 Leaning tower from back to front. 
Covers mellifera, cerana and all 
(4) 

13 From the East, much more of a 
threat than European (5) 

7 Black bee is one, your back, your 
honey. So many meanings (6) 

15 Lager, large? Nah, arrangement 
with much more bearing (5) 

11 Go with pennies. Two wheels long 
before my time (9) 

16 Right in the hand and better 
than second (5) 

12 Heart in the middle of a Borg and 
McEnroe match (5) 

18 Sweet harvest for where our 
little workers hold it or how 
much we get (5,4) 

14 Inca seer confused but hope to 
make this (8) 

21 Old penny, wet stuff, get old. 
Without it the wet stuff  
collects (8) 

16 Backward river in the man in the 
middle. Bucket, tray etc. (6) 

22 Finger, toe? One to hit on the 
head (4) 

17 Without and pears there ain’t no 
stairs (6) 

23 Wobbly stripe for the one 
that’s most ready (6) 

19 Oddly envy Ernest for these odds 
(5) 

24 You could sort of press  
uranium into upper boxes (6) 

20 Striped pest inside throw a  
spanner (4) 

Please tell us what you thought. Is it too hard, too easy or, rather like Goldi-
locks, is it just right. buzzwordnbka@gmail.com Answers in the next issue. 

Stop Press! 
Christmas lunch 
All members are invited to the 
Christmas Lunch, which this year 
will be held at Stower Grange Ho-
tel, Drayton. 
Menus and further details will be emailed 
to members shortly, so please keep your 
eyes peeled as places go very quickly. 

Christmas issue of Buzzword 
We’re hoping for a bumper issue in 
December, with articles from far 
afield (although probably not the 
North Pole). 
We want to encourage you to suggest 
articles that you would like to see in 
Buzzword and potentially write them too. 
All suggestions (preferably polite) to the 
Editor at buzzwordnbka@gmail.com 
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Date Time Event Venue Contact 
October 
13 All day Apple day Gressenhall Museum Secretary 
26 14:00 Queen rearing (Chris Evans) Easton College* Secretary 
November 
2 All day Autumn show and social  Easton College  Secretary 
8 19:00 – 21:00 Executive committee meeting Easton College* Secretary 
9 All day BBKA exams Easton College Examinations Sec 
15 19:30 – 22:00 President’s Evening Felthorpe Pavilion Secretary 
December 
15 12.30 Christmas lunch Stower Grange Hotel Secretary 
January 
3 19:00 – 21:00 Executive committee meeting Easton College* Secretary 
11 All day BBKA ADM 2020 Venue TBC Secretary 
25 TBC Beekeeping through the ages Easton College* Paul Metcalf 
 
Further details of the interesting programme for 2020 will be published in the Christmas edition of Buzzword 

*Rooms are on the first floor of the Sports Centre 

Forthcoming Events 

Local suppliers listing 

Applebee Apiary, Rockland St Mary 
John Everett, Master Beekeeper 
We carry a large range of beekeeping equipment 
from Thornes and other suppliers. 
We breed and sell honey bees. Large stocks of 
hives, frames, foundation, jars and other bee-
keeping sundries always in stock; beginner’s 
courses from May. 
01508 538231 everettapplebee@hotmail.co.uk 
http://applebeeorchard.co.uk/ 
Closed Sundays 

Don Cooper, Roughton NR11 8QP; 01263 761517 
5/6-Frame BS nucs available in May from £150 
30lb Buckets of honey 
Advice on “all things bees” 
 
 
Glebelands Apiary, Rocklands St Mary NR14 7BX 
Peter Beckley, Thornes agent (reportedly the longest 
serving in the UK) 
01508 480262; orns@btconnect.com  

Please note that this list is made up only of the suppliers in Norfolk who have confirmed that they are still ‘in business’; 
to add your name to this list (for which there is no charge), please contact the Editor at buzzwordnbka@gmail.com 

Members ‘Wants’ and ‘For Sale’ 
A d v e r t s  a r e  f r e e  t o  m e m b e r s .  C o n t a c t  t h e  E d i t o r  o n  b u z z w o r d n b k a @ g m a i l . c o m  

 
For Sale: 
Adrian Green has various 
bits of equipment for sale 
and he would like £50 for 
the lot (see photo, right). 
He is in the Ban-
ningham (NR11) 
area, please con-
tact him for further 
details: 
01263 733287 
07919 898214 
greenhollyfarm@ 
btinternet.com 

For Sale and Wanted: 

For Sale: 

Janet Wickings is 
reluctantly 
“revoking” her bees 
as next year she 
won't have the time 
they deserve. 

She has two colo-
nies of bees for 
sale. National hives, 
brood box, varroa 
floor, QE, super, 
crown board and 
roof. Treated for varroa August/September 2019. £150 each. 

Please contact her on 07741470070 or jwickings@btinternet.com  


